THE FANTASTIC FOUR 


A team—and a family—of 
adventurers, explorers and 
imaginauts, the Fantastic 

Four lead lives both ordinary—and 
extraordinary. As of today: 


Reed has temporar- 
ily reduced Ben's 
size by half so they 
can search for an 
“alien cockroach" inside 
the walls and ductwork of 


their headquarters. 


Johnny— 


entrusted by [~[/ 
his sister with A 
the financial 7 


operations of FF Inc., \O\@® 
the team's licensing Qs 
and revenue arm—set up a 

secret sting to take down two 
unethical co-workers, Ethan and 
Christi. Johnny pretended to sell 
the trade secret behind the 
ultra-adaptable "unstable molecules" 
used in the FF's trademark uniforms and per- 


sonal effects... 
- including 
Johnny's wal- 


let, stolen by 

Ethan and 
Christi's accomplice 
for study in hopes of 
"reverse engineer- 
ing" its atomic con- 
struction. And when 
its molecules were 
illegally tampered 
with, a deadly chain 
reaction began 
spreading...fast. 
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Stand back! \7 You can 
Comin’ through! "run, too, Suarti -- 
\ Vamanos! _, but T'll find you. | 
> —- Consider ita / 

bromisé. A 


What's ; \ = Ifonly — 
that supposed \ Uy - the entire building. 
\\ to mean? _ Yi { 8ut a/ molecules touch 
-————— : — —— Vb ( ofher molecules. Dominoes 
: - Will just keep falling. There's / 
. no range limit to the 
> reaction. 


If you've 
got any rea/ 
| estate in Jersey, 
\ it's about to become |} 
\ aliquid asset. 
Let's go/ 
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That didn't buy us much! 
Ben, hold him off! 
T'll be right back! 
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Yeah! Yeah/ “SS 
L/ Go roll up a really 
big magazine or 
somethin’! 


HO. 
Not Suzie's athroom! 
She's gonna -- 


i's 
Ben! If the size } 
reducer made you \ tga 
= too small to handle 
our /afruder -- 


-- let's see 
what happens 
when we cut 4/7 


on a 


od aa = I was afraid | 
i . < this might happen.) | 
“ED. 


I warned 
you this machine 
might not work 
properly, 
>, remember? 


+ cannot 
sik fathom what 
swear...Johnny, goes through that 
T have to watch thing you call a 
you like a damn head... 
toddler... 


Sue! There you are. Se 
Ethan and Christi said Y There you * 
YOU Were on your way, are! You just wait 
to mee? us. until I pull over, 
Jonathan Spencer 
Storm! You and I 


have a/ot ~~ Worry 


about! Linbucklé, 
please. Jian -- 


She'll be 
fine. She's an 
excellent 
driver. 

This way! We 
have a problem -- 
and the way T figure 
it, you're the 
solution! 
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NY repair -- 


-- we : 
put into play 
alfernative. 
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plumbers a f . £€E jealous... 
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think I 
could have lived 
with the 4ug... 


Don't wory, little | 
fella. Lain'tina ) 7 | 

Squishit’ mood, 
lucky fr You. 
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that's how it all went 
haywire... and from the 
looks of it, the wider the 
chain reaction scatters, 

the faster it goes. L 


So it Spreads 
through affer Conract, 
right? 


Well, your 
’ force-tields ove pure ~%, 
energy. So. \f we use one 
to Seal the area fofally, the 
mh reaction -- with nowhere 
Ny go -- Maybe turns /7 
<< on itself. 2 
With any luck, ™ 
= the molecules'll start 
adapting to each ofher... 
cancel olf, go /ner?. Danger 
heutralized. But, again, 


only inside a sealed 


So what we 
eed is for you to make 
afield big enough to bubble 
the entire building obove 
ground ahd below. 
That's all. 
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You've done this 
befor 
VY Not this size! 

Not cutting through 
teh acres of building 
foundation! Because 

that's what you're 
talking about! 
T can't 
handle this! 
Johnny, what 
have you 


Sue, I fold 
you? On the way 
over? That it was alla 
Se?-up to bag Ethan 
and Cpe 
S0, aS Usual, 


you got in over 


your head! 
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What have 
I--? 


God, T just 
wanted you to grow 
UplT assumed the worst 
you could do was 
squander our money, 
but 74/6 -- 
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And I was 
stupid. T. didn't 
think you'd gamble 
with something that ai 
could destroy the yeti 
vial Cah 


I didn’. T lost 
nti Vi my» my wallet fighting 
ti § Wy, er: an /nferdimensional 
” monster. Sue, this 
isn't the sime -- 
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I should 
have known 
better. I should 
have known 
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This isn't sy fault, 
and it isn't yours, either! 
We will 7a/& about 
this afer! 


Right now, 
you need to stop 
wasting your 
energy yelling 
at me -- 


-- and be 
responsible. 
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That's it. It 
doesn't have to 
be Super-strong, 
even 


"lt just has to 
form an energy seal." 
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You can have 
whatever you /ké, sis. T'll 
Cant call Reed to come clean up, then 
have an easier % go turn the guy who was behind 
job... next time? this over to the aurhorities. 
Like, Say... . You collapse. 


giving ith? 


On ») Fou a, a : 2 Z y 
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Bn. eo - V That's that! Now, let's get me Y 

a back ta normal size, A) 

No time! Just got \y 

a call from Johnny! I have N Zw 

to go undo some damage, 

and quickly! 


= and V ‘Kay, : 
(| stay Stretcho -- 
there! close th' 


...Say you're calling for a 
Job reference on Ethan Crane 
and Chnisti Stoger? You're 
kidding, vignt? 
Have you tried N@a as 


he week (ahd 
one stabilized 
Office park) later... 


Lord, " 
look at the 


resumés... 


> asking Jacobh Suarii? 
T think he's allowed 
one phone call. 


let's just say they 


were let go with extreme 
cause and leave it at that. 


Small business, large responsibilities. 
Oversee licensing, patent revenue, 
cash flow. Provide business leadership. 
Degree required. EOE. 

Send resume to: 

Baxter Building, 42nd St, NYC, 10017 


Ours. Your brother's got 
some interesting ideas, 
Mrs. Richards. And, despite 
a lot to learn, a knack 
for numbers. 


Much of that 
is his. We've found 
we make a good 


Listen to 
her, Sue. Did you 
know Jian has a 
Master's in Biz- 

Admin? 


It came up So this is an aplication? 
when I Aired The two of you want to essentially 
her, yes. run the business? Jian, I should 


have promoted you long ago, 
but... well... JOAMMY... 


Look. Obviously, 
Sticking me in this job 
wasn't the most rational 
decision you ever 
made. 

That's ‘cause 
you weren't mad at 
me for being a kid. You 
were mad at you ‘cause 
you thought you 


lf I can help 
the family, I want to 
be a part of this. Jian'll 
backstop me, but you 
car trust me. I'm 
not always 
fourteen. 
Everything 
I go know about 
being an adult, I 


Office 
responsibilities are 
yours. Provisionally. 
I want to fine-tooth this 
Plan before I make it 
permanent. Jian, we'll 
discuss your raise in 
the morning. 


raised me wrong, 


In the meantime, control of the 
checkbook goes to You two... 
which means, Johnny, there's 
one Auge perk in it for you, 
and here it is. Enjoy. ff 
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learned from You, 
okay? 
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90, but I'm a litle shorta 
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Hello, Fantastic Fans! It’s time for another 
intriguing installment of 4-Thoughts, your inside 
scoop on all things FF! 

Today we’re shooting the breeze about our 
"Sentient" story...and some other nifty FF tidbits 
as well (including one BIG announcement)! 

So away we go: 


Fantastic Ones, 

"Some lightshow in a—a MATH SUIT—set up 
an explosion..." 

—the frantic FF, Inc. CEO, Johnny Storm, from 
FANTASTIC FOUR #63. 

Did he say "a MATH SUIT"?! Whoa! Did you 
guys ever find a way to tap into the decades-dor- 
mant fear center of this confirmed "math-a- 
phobe"! As a walking, talking EXPRESSION, Mod- 
ulus is the scariest thing I’VE seen in comics for 
quite some time! 

Tenth grade flashbacks notwithstanding, the 
painless bit of education received from Reed, 
enlightening us on the difference between an 
expression and an equation, was appreciated. 

Indeed, it’s comforting to know that the "incom- 
plete" Modulus will never be calling on the Fantas- 
tic Four’s "fantastic three", Waid, Wieringo, and 
Kesel—because they are clearly "without equal"! 

Joe Torcivia 
Westbury, NY 


Happy to hear we freaked ya out nice and 
good, Joe! And I’m with you, man! | still quake 
in fear all these years after Mr. Quay’s geometry 
Class! 

FF is all about exploration and imagination— 
cool new concepts and scientific breakthroughs. 
Glad to hear this one broke through to you! 


FANTASTIC FOUR people, 

If there has ever been a title that needed to be 
"Ultimatized" it is this one. Now that you have a 
great team on this book, forget continuing it. Get 
Waid and Wieringo on an "Ultimate Fantastic Four’ 
ASAP!!! 

This title has been nothing until these guys got 
here—not that the other team wasn't good, but 
this book has needed an overhaul for soooo00000 
long it isnt funny. 

FANTASTIC FOUR used to be one of the spear- 
head books of Marvel. Now it isn’t even close to 
that anymore. But now that the right team is on it, 
this is the perfect time to "Ultimatize" this book. 

| know sales went up on this when Waid and 
Wieringo came on, but they would go up more if 
this were "Ultimatized." 

| am not for or against the "Ultimatizing" of the 
Marvel Universe, but to get this book back to its 


ae 


once legendary stature, "Ultimatizing" it is the best 
marketing strategy to get this book back to where 
it belongs. 

And if you don't do that, at least keep this team 
on the FF book now! They do know how to deliv- 
er!! 

Craig Johnson 
(via e-mal) 


No plans for this book to relaunch as ULTI- 
MATE FF anytime soon, Craig. Mark and Mike 
are staying right here in the midst of Marvel’s 
First Family. 

Why? Quite simple! This IS the "Ultimate" FF. 
Even is the title doesn’t come right out and say 
so. 

Glad to see that you seem to agree. 


Dear 4-Thoughts, 

Well, how will Sue's plan turn out? Will Johnny 
grow up and assume the responsibilities Sue has 
given him? He has never let the team down in 
battle. But will he be able to win a financial battle? 
Johnny has the ability to make decisions of life and 
death under pressure. So he should have no prob- 
lem handling a little money. If Sue has confidence 
in him so do |. 

What is that creature that loves Reed? All those 
symbols covering him look like scientific equa- 
tions. Could this be Reed's theories come to life? 
If so, how can Reed defeat his own ideas? Can he? 
He's Reed Richards—Mr. Fantastic—he can do 
anything! 

Richard Vasseur 
London, Ontario 
Canada 


Now you know how Johnny’s little financial 
adventure turned out, Richard. But trust me, Mr. 
Storm’s days as a company man are far from 
over! Just wait ‘til you see what he pulls in issue 
#68! It’s already got me giggling...but Ben, not 
so much! 

As for that "creature"...well hopefully all has 
been explained! And Reed pulled through once 
again, as he always does...doesn’t he? 

Mark? Why are you laughing like that, 
Mark?!?!? 


FANTASTIC FOUR, 
Just read issue #63. Oh my God. More please. 
Kevin Peterson 
Lakewood, CO 


More you say? You really want more? Well, 
we've got more, Kevin. We’ve got plenty more... 
Which brings me to our next note: 


It’s with pride in our hearts that we unveil to 
you, our dear readers, the newest title in the FF 
family! After years of sizzling action in this 
series, it’s finally time for young master Johnny 
Storm to burn up the shelves on his own! 

That’s right: HUMAN TORCH #1 blazes into 
stores in April! This new ongoing series will be 
written by Karl Kesel with art by Skottie Young 
and Joe Seung...a team that’s sure to set the 
comics world on fire! 


But no worries to all you FF faithfuls: we’re not 
about to replace him on the roster with Wyatt 
Wingfoot! Our pal Johnny will still be heating up 
the pages of FANTASTIC FOUR every month, too! 

Looks like there’s gonna be a heatwave this 
spring! Don’t miss a moment of it! 


Marc Sumerak 
En Fuego 


